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If you didn’t get a 

chance to attend 

the National Jun-

ior High Rodeo 

Finals, you really 

missed a great 

time. But don’t 

worry, they’ll be 

back again next 

year. There were 

so many people 

involved in not 

only bringing 

this rodeo to our 

county but ensur-

ing that it was 

successful. I 

can’t thank eve-

ryone enough for 

their hard work 

and I certainly 

couldn’t begin to 

name everyone 

individually that 

has been involved. 

You know who 

you are and from 

the bottom of my 

heart, thank you 

for your hard work 

and dedication to 

this event. I’d also 

like to thank our 

Wilson County 

citizens for the 

kindness and wel-

coming arms you 

shared with our 

visitors. A lady 

shared the follow-

ing comments 

with me. “Randall, 

my hus-

band and 

I were in 

North 

Dakota 

on a job 

site. He has as 

welder working 

for him that has a 

14 

year 

old 

grand-

son 

com-

peting 

in the 

rodeo 

finals. 

He told me his 

family was truly 

enjoying Wilson 

County and spoke 

of its beauty and 

the fact they were 

so welcomed. 

Wow! What a 

small world to run 

into someone with 

ties to our great 

home town.” 

While this is but 

one example, I’ve 

heard so many 

complements 

about what a wel-

coming atmos-

phere surrounded 

the rodeo.  Wilson 

County has a num-

ber of reasons why 

it’s the place but 

be, but I think our 

citizens give it one 

more. 
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Lebanon, TN – Three 

businesses have won the 

contest for best decora-

tive bull promoting the 

NJHR Finals in Wilson 

County. The winners will 

be honored on 

Friday night at 

7pm during the 

National Junior 

High Finals Ro-

deo at the Ward 

Agricultural 

Center. Two of 

the winners 

were chosen by 

rodeo officials: 

The Lebanon 

Antique Mall 

and Premier 

Orthopedics.  

The “Fan Fa-

vorite,” El Molino Res-

taurant, was chosen by 

citizens who “liked” their 

favorite decorated bulls 

featured on the Wilson 

County Convention and 

Visitor’s Bureau Face-

book page. One repre-

sentative from each win-

ning business will re-

ceive free admission to 

Friday night’s rodeo.  

More than 70 local busi-

nesses purchased the ply-

wood bulls from the Leb-

anon Wilson County 

Chamber of Commerce 

for $250 for one year or 

$400 for two years. Busi-

nesses decorated the 

bulls with colors and ac-

cessories that reflect their 

services and/or products. 

WKRN-TV Channel 2 

reporter Dawn Davenport 

reported on the bulls and 

how they are helping pro-

mote the rodeo in this 

story: http://

wkrn.com/2016/06/16/

wilson-county-gears-up-

for-national-junior-high-

rodeo-finals/. 

Even if you didn’t buy a 

bull yourself, you can 

still join the fun! Take a 

selfie with a decorative 

bull and share it with us. 

Here’s how you can con-

nect with us on social 

media:  

Facebook: https://

www.facebook.com/

VisitWilsonCounty/ 

Twitter @VisitWilson 

Instagram: 

@wilsoncountycvbSnapc

hat: wilsoncvb 

This social media push is 

part of the CVB’s current 

comprehensive social 

media coverage of one of 

the largest youth rodeos 

in the world. The rodeo 

has brought in more than 

50,000 attendees and 

more than $10 million in 

economic impact for 

Wilson County. 

Social media coverage 

our Rodeo Cam live vid-

eo stream on YouTube, 

updates on Facebook, 

Snapchat, and Periscope, 

as well as videos, photos, 

television news stories.  

Contestants and attendees 

can interact,  

(Continued on Page 5) 
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share videos and images 

about their experiences 

on the CVB's official In-

stagram, Facebook, and 

Twitter feeds. To interact 

with your social media 

channel of your choice, 

all you have to do is go 

to the WCCVB web-

site, www.visitwilsoncou

nty.com, and you’ll find 

icons to help you follow 

us! 

Former Tennessee High 

School Rodeo Associa-

tion Queen Summer 

Weldon, an 18-year-old 

from Martin, Tenn., has 

been reporting live and 

blogging from 

the competition, in 

the “Summer at the Ro-

deo” series. Weldon has 

been barrel racing, pole 

bending, and ribbon rop-

ing for nearly a decade, 

and has the knowledge 

and experience to show 

what it takes to be suc-

cessful at a rodeo that 

includes more than 1,000 

young people from 

around the globe. You’ll 

see updates from Sum-

mer as the excitement 

builds before the finals 

and during the competi-

tion, 

at www.visitwilsoncount

y.com. 

The National Junior High 

Finals Rodeo consists of 

seven days of rodeo com-

petition with more than 

1,000 young people from 

sixth, seventh, and eighth 

grades vying for college 

scholarships.  

       

About the NHSRA’s 

National Junior High 

Division 

Created in 2004, the 

NHSRA Junior High Di-

vision was  

(continued on Page 7) 
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established to bring the 

excitement of the sport to 

6th, 7th, and 8th graders 

and to serve as a feeder 

system into the high 

school ranks of the Asso-

ciation. Today, all 48 

states and provinces that 

belong to the NHSRA 

also produce a Junior 

High Division as well, 

with over 2,500 members 

in total now competing. 

Junior High Division stu-

dents compete in a varie-

ty of events, including 

barrel racing, pole bend-

ing, goat tying, breaka-

way roping, tie-down 

roping, chute dogging, 

team roping, ribbon rop-

ing, and junior bull rid-

ing, bareback steer riding 

and saddle bronc steer 

riding. 

Each year, the “best of 

the best” from each state 

and province qualify for 

the National Junior High 

Finals Rodeo. Approxi-

mately 1,000 competitors 

show off their talents in 

the event and compete 

for thousands of dollars 

in scholarships and priz-

es. For more information, 

vis-

it http://www.nhsra.com. 

(submitted by Terri 

Merryman, CVB) 

 

County Mayor Randall Hutto and Veterans Director Bernie Ash are proud to announce reserved parking at the 

Courthouse for Veterans who were wounded in action and received the Purple Heart Medal. One more way 

Wilson County supports its Veterans . 

Wilson County Courthouse designates 

new parking space for Veterans 

http://www.nhsra.com/


Thank you NHSRA for making Wilson Coun-

ty your home for the 2016 National Junior 

High Finals Rodeo.  

 

We hope you enjoyed your stay. We’ll see you 

again next year. 



Congratulations, Mayor Hutto 

Driver’s Services for Veterans  

 

The State of Tennessee will park a mobile unit in the parking lot of the courthouse on Wednes-

day, July 13th from 10am-2Pm. Services provided will include: 

 Driver’s License Renewals and State Identification Cards 

 CDL Renewals 

 CDL Testing with required documents 

 Add Veteran Code to Driver’s License or I.D. card with valid DD214 (duplicate fees apply) 

 Provide 360 letters for reinstatement information 

For more information please contact Bernie Ashe with Veterans Affairs at 615/444-2460. 


